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SHELBY COUNTY COURT HOUSE, MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Cost $1,500,000.00 This magnificent structure, the finest example of 
classic architecture on the American continent, was constructed under the 
supervision of John Gaisford, architect, Memphis, Tenn. Refer to Hon. 
J. P. Young, Judge of Circuit Court, No. 1, Memphis, Tenn. 
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Y. M. C. A. BUILDING, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 
Cost $200,000. Size of lot 96x150 feet. The first building constructed en­
tirely of reinforced concrete in Memphis. This is the most imposing and con­
veniently arranged Y. M. C. A. building in the South. Plans committee: 
Mr. John R. Pepper, E. B. LeMaster, H. M. Pilcher. Building committee: 
John P. Edmondson, (deceased), J. F. Graham and Col. H. M. Neely. 
General secretary, Mr. B. G. Alexander. Architect, John Gaisford, Mem­
phis, Tenn. 
COURT HOUSES FOR MISSISSIPPI COUNTY, ARKANSAS. 
One to he erected at Osceola, one at Blytheville, from same design. To 
have solid brick walls, reinforced concrete floors, tile floors and marble 
1 wainscot in corridors, terra cotta trimmings, copper dome. Hon. S. L. 
^ Gladish, Osceola, County Judge. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
_ 
BAPTIST MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Now in the course of erection. Building as it will appear when completed. 
Absolutely fireproof, reinforced concrete construction, brick walls, terra 
cotta trimmings, tile floors, thoroughly equipped with telephones, vacuum 
cleaning system, refrigeration, sterilizer, etc. Has the lowest insurance 
rate of any building in Memphis on account of its fire resisting qualities. 
Building Committee: Rev. H. P. Hurt, Chairman; Rev. T. S. Potts, E. 
McGowan, J. C. Lovelace. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
Senator W. N. Page, Chairman Building Committee. John Gaisford, 
Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
LENOX TEN-ROOM SCHOOL, MEMPHIS, TENN. 
DOUBLE FIRE ENGINE HOUSE, McLEMORE AVENUE, MEM­
PHIS, TENNESSEE. 
Cost $18,000.00. Lot 50x100 feet. Chief McFadden declares that this is 
the most convenient and best arranged Fire Engine House he has ever seen. 
Hon. E. H. Crump, Mayor; J. A. Riechman, Commissioner of Fire and 
Police. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
COLONIAL APARTMENTS, MADISON AVE., MEMPHIS, TENN. 
This building contains thirty flats of four and five rooms each and bath. 
Is considered the best arranged and most thoroughly ventilated flat build­
ing in the South. It is 100x146 feet. 
Owner, Rev. H. P. Hurt; Architect, John Gaisford, Memphis, Tenn. 
*T 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SOUTH, SIKESTON, MO. 
Built of buff brick, trimmed wth terra cotta. Size of building 70x136 feet. 
On account of the peculiar shape of the lot the entrances are from either 
side about midway of the building. 
Rev. W. F. McMurry, Secretary of the Church Extension Board, highly 
commends this building, especially the arrangement of the Sunday School. 
It is now under construction, and will be finished early in January, 1912, 
at a total cost of about $38,000.00. Rev. J. M. Bradley, Pastor; John Gais-
ford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
FIRST FLOOR PLAN M. E. CHURCH SOUTH, SIKESTON, MO. 
John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 

ST. LUKE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Rev. H. W. Wells, Rector. The Right Reverend Thomas F. Gailor, 
Bishop of the Diocese; John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
SKETCH FOR SMALL CHURCH—COST $10,000. 
John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
BELLEVUE AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH, MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Sunday school portion completed last year. Main body of church not 
yet constructed. Rev. H. P. Hurt, Pastor; John Gaisford, Architect, 
Memphis, Tenn. 
BELLEVUE AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH. 
Showing present small church and new Sunday School. This Sunday 
School is the largest in Memphis; size 90x50 feet, extending full width of 
lot. New church will replace old structure shown. 
1 
DESIGN FOR CHURCH COSTING ABOUT $25,000. 
John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
RESIDENCE FOR DR. R. S. TOOMBS. 
Monroe avenue and Raine Place, Memphis, Tenn. John Gaisford, Archi­
tect, Memphis, Tenn. 
RESIDENCE OF COL. JOHN P. EDMONDSON. 
McLean Ave., Memphis, Tenn. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
r ' 
RESIDENCE FOR MR. R. H. LAKE, 
Union Ave., Memphis, Tenn. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. "f RESIDENCE OF MRS. GETTY HIRSCH, 
Stonewall Place, Memphis, Tenn. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
TWO RESIDENCES FOR MR. J. C. OTTINGER, 
Peabody Ave., Memphis, Tenn. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
RESIDENCE OF MR. E. W. PORTER, 
McLean Ave., Memphis, Tenn. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
RESIDENCE OF MR. V. M. CROOKER, 
Bellevue Ave., Memphis, Tenn. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
BOYS' DORMITORY I. O. O. F., CLARKSVILLE, TENN. 
Mr. Thomas L. Risk, Memphis, Tenn., Chairman of the Building Com­
mittee. Hon. Dancey Fort, Clarksville, Tenn., Treasurer. John Gaisford, 
Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
ADDITIONAL REFERENCES. 
Mr. T. B. King, Ex-President of the Y. M. C. A., Memphis, Tenn. 
Rev. Hugh Spencer Williams, Memphis, Tenn. 
Rev. Louis Powell. 
Right. Rev. James R. Winchester, Little Rock, Ark. 
Rev. T. E. Sharp, Memphis, Tenn. 
Rev. W. J. King, Memphis, Tenn. 
Mr. Henry Hart, Winona, Miss. 
Dr. Geo. E. Pettey, Memphis, Tenn. 
Mr. Fred Orgill, Memphis, Tenn. 
Rev. J. O. Davidson, Memphis, Tenn. 
Rabbi Max Samfield, Memphis, Tenn. 
Mr. Elmer Harris, Real Estate Dept., Union and Planters I 
Memphis, Tenn. 
FALLS BUILDING. 
The highest type of reinforced concrete construction in the entire South. 
Mr. J. N. Falls, Mr. Joseph Newberger, Mr. T. K. Riddick, Mr. Lawson 
Falls, Mr. J. W. Falls. John Gaisford, Architect, Memphis, Tenn. 
Among other buildings recently designed by John Gaisford are 
following: 
Jefferson Theater, Memphis. 
Graeber Flats, twelve. 
Hart & Blackston Flats, six. 
Memphis Union Stock Yards. 
Parkway Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn. 
Lamar Baptist Church. 
Washington Heights Methodist Church. 
Dr. Jelks' Hospital. 
Isele Bros.' Hotel, near Union Station. 
LaBelle Place Baptist Church (remodeling). 
Single Fire Engine House, Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tenn. 
Residence for Harris L. Browne. 
Parsonage for Linden Christian Church. 
Residence for Mr. C. F. Shepherd, Vice-President of the Van VI 
Mansfield Drug Company. 
Beaver Board Exhibit at Tri-State Fair Grounds, Memphis. 
Store Building for W. T. Fountain, Greenwood, Miss. 
Twelve-flat Building in Memphis for J. W. Bell, of Pontotoc, Miss. 
Baptist Church, Tishomingo, Miss. 
Store for Forrest & Dupree, Brownsville, Tenn. 
Methodist Church, Como, Miss. 
BIOGRAPHICAL 
John Gaisford was born in Warminster, Wilts, England, October 6, 1875. 
He is the son of Joseph Gaisford and Sarah Ann Annetts, both of Wilts. 
The family has lived in Warminster for more than 500 years. 
Joseph Gaisford was noted as an artist and lover of the fine arts. In 
addition to painting and wood-carving, he was especially well known for 
his work in restoring ancient churches and other buildings of the earlier 
periods. 
He was a close friend and associate of Harry Hems, the world-famed 
sculptor, well known in the United States, who is at present doing the art 
sculpture work on the magnificent church of St. John the Divine in New 
York City. 
John Gaisford received his elementary education at St. Deny's School, 
Warminster National School, and Warminster Atheneaum. His training in 
engineering and architecture was begun in the Wadsworth Institute, Lon­
don, S. W., and was completed in the Birkbeck Institute, Chancery Lane, 
London. At this institution he came under the instruction of Prof. Henry 
Bushell, F. S. I. Having passed his examinations with honors, he became 
associated with Mr. E. C. Cannell, F. S. A., and Mr. Harry Smith, A. S. I. 
Mr. Smith has the distinction of being the only Gold Medalist in Building 
Construction in England. 
During these years Mr. Gaisford was employed in drafting, design­
ing and constructing churches, mansions and business structures in the 
city of London. He was also engaged at this time in the restoration and 
repair of abbeys and ancient churches in the West of England; thus becom­
ing thoroughly familiar with the church and residence architecture of the 
various periods, so richly exemplified in rural England. 
In 1901 Mr. Gaisford came to America, and soon after became natural­
ized. For four years he worked in the East, during which time he planned 
and supervised the building of a large variety of structures of various 
types, familiarizing himself with conditions and requirements in the United 
States. In 1905 he settled in Memphis as his permanent home. In the fore­
going pages are found a few illustrations of his more recent work. 
H. H. BONNER, ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR, MEMPHIS, TENN. 
r, John Gaisford, Architect, February 12, 1909. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
We herewith hand you certificate of stock No. 37 for ten shares of the 
capital stock of this company, which in conjunction with remittances here­
tofore given, is in full settlement for your services as architect upon our 
new building known as "The Jefferson Theatre Building." 
In making this final settlement with you, the management desires to ex­
press its satisfaction for the very valuable services which you have ren­
dered, and to thank you for the benefits of your painstaking labor and 
for the excellent judgment which you have shown throughout the job, even 
to the minutest details, and especially does the management thank you for 
the patience which you have shown in settling the differences with the con­
tractors. ' „ . 
These have all been settled and we consider that it is due to your fair­
ness and good judgment that a settlement was reached without litigation. 
Wishing vou success with your work, we beg to remain, 
' Yours truly, H. H. BONNER. 
March 8, 1911. 
Rev. T. H. Ramsey, 
510 Franklin, 
Helena, Ark. 
Dear Brother:— . 
I am just in receipt of your postal and beg to say that Mr. Jno. Gaisford, 
Royal, Bldg., Memphis, is the architect who drew the plans and is superin­
tending as I understand it, the construction of the Sikeston (Mo.) Methodist 
church. 
I beg further to say that Mr. Gaisford is a most reliable and capable 
architect of large experience and I believe in every way trustworthy. 1 
have had a good deal to do with Mr. Gaisford and his work, in connection 
with the Y. M. C. A. Bldg., of this city, and other important work as well, 
and I believe him to be one of the very most up-to-date and capable archi­
tects we have ever had. 
His education in this line has been very thorough and besides his ex­
perience is of large value to him now, so if you are going to build a 
church, as I understand you are, I do not believe you could do better 
than to confer with Mr. Gaisford, and I think if you do this, that it is alto­
gether probable that you will decide to engage his expert services. 
I shall be glad to be of any further service to you in the matter and 
trust you will call on me if I can help you in any way to get your plans, 
etc., in good shape. 
Wishing you all blessings, personally, and otherwise, I am, 
Yours truly, 
J. R. PEPPER. 
Bro. Gaisford: Here is the way I talk about you behind your back. 
J. R. P. 
Memphis, Tenn., October 13, 1911. 
To Whom It May Concern: 
This is to certify that I have known Mr. John Gaisford for a number 
of years in a business way, and that he has drawn several plans And 
supervised the construction of a number of buildings for me to be con­
structed in the City of Memphis, and I have found him to be up-to-date, 
careful and accurate in ail of his work. He is a thoroughly honest man in 
every respect, and any prospective builder or investor can commit to his 
hands any work, feeling assured that it will be efficiently taken care of 
and that the "investor will receive full value for money invested. 
REY. H. P. HURT. 
